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Ganga’s Effort

Expected behaviours
· to be proactive in the local activities that help in the moral development to help others with positive attitude for their well-being.
· to encourage the local community for the wellbeing of the community
· to identify local problems and solvethem.	
· to utilize time and resources
    It was very difficult to get water in Suntale village. Not only for irrigation but it was also difficult for drinking water. The villagers used to fetch water from remote place named Chhahgekhola. The villagers used to be gathered early in the morning and go to fetch water making noise and waking up each other. They had to spend almost whole morning to fetch water. The children always used to be late to school due to the same problem. People of other villages used to hesitate for marital relation with the people of Suntale village because of the problem of water.	7
Not only the people but also the animals of that village used to go to the same stream to quench their thirst. To bathe and wash clothes, the villagers used to go there, too. The animals were killed by the leopard that came from the jungle. The villagers even thought to migrate from the village because of the problem of water. After a long discussion, they concluded that one should not leave their birth place as far as possible. So, they gave up the idea of migrating.
In the village, there lived a dalit family. Ganga was one of the members of that family. She was a teacher of a primary school in that village. One day, Ganga was just sitting at home. There was a trail (road) in front of her house at linked the other villages. There came two pedestrians and asked Ganga for a little water to drink. Ganga went inside to bring water but there was not a drop of water to drink. One of the pedestrians looked like sick. They went their way without drinking water. Ganga felt very sad for not being able to provide them water to drink.	
She had read in her childhood that no matter how poor a family is, if a family provides a good hospitality to the guests, provides space to take rest, and water to drink that family is considered to be a well-cultured family. She felt very bad and restless for what she had to experience. She even felt the misery of being a human being. 
Ganga could not sleep that night. "There are so many people in the village. Many of them are senior and respectable to me. However, no one thinks about the solution of drinking water problem." she went on thinking like this. She had saved a little money. She had not planned what to do with that money yet. She knows that one has to utilize her money, earned by hard work, to help the people in need. She thought herself of doing something new. ' After a few days, the winter vacation began in her school. She went to the Village Development Committee (VDC) office requesting them to manage to bring the water of Chhange Khola to their village. The VDC responded that there was no sufficient budget in VDC for the project. VDC also said that it could buy the pipeline under the limitation of their budget but it was difficult for them to build a reservoir tank. Ganga proposed that she will manage other resources if the VDC can manage for pipeline. VDC agreed to manage pipeline upto the village from Chhange Khola.
The VDC started laying the pipe line to bring the water of Chhange Khola to the village. Ganga started building reservoir tank in the village on her personal expense. She completed building water tank before the pipeline work was completed. The villagers were very happy with this project. People proposed that since Ganga built the water tank with her own expense the tank should be named after her. But Ganga denied that proposal. She said that ’I did not work for my name; I worked for the welfare of others’. She requested the villagers not to dirt the surrounding. She also erected a fence around the water tank in her own expense in order to protect the tank. Trees were planted all around and a Chautaro was made nearby. 
From the day, the tank was filled with water, the villagers were in rest. There is peace everywhere now. The major problem of water has been solved now.
Their time saved. Animals are not being killed by the leopards. They have quenched their thirst properly. The villagers have utilized the extra water in vegetable farming. They have made a routine to use water in their farm. The pedestrians walking for a long distance say, "If we reach to Suntale  village, we can get plenty of water to drink". The neighboring villages praise Suntale village saying - 'a village should be like Suntale village’.  Everyone in the village respects Ganga and say that she was blessed by the god of water (jaldevata). She is going to be honored by the VDC for her social work.

Exercise:
[bookmark: bookmark2][bookmark: bookmark3]1. Put a (✓) for the statement that you think are right and a (X) for these you think are wrong.
a) We have to participate in collective good works to develop ethics (	)
(b) It is better to migrate from birthplace(village) rather than solving problems of the village.	(	)	
(c) It is not good to provide drinking water to the guest at our home. (     )
(d) We need to spend certain portion of our earning in the social work. (      )
(e) There must be our name in the work that we have done our personal expense. (	    )	
(f) One must make his/her community/neighbourhood exemplary. (    )
(g) We must be proactive by ourselves for positive work. (      )
2. Fill in the blanks:
(a) There was a ........... in Suntale village about water. (problem/dispute)
(b) The villagers thought of				 (migrating/settling down).
(c) Ganga			 provide water to the pedestrians for drink,
(could/could not)
(d) A family that provides good hospitality to the guest is a				
family, (rich/good)
(e) Ganga had saved some						 (money/water)
(f) The VDC ......Ganga's project, (rejected/helped)
(g) There is 				 in Ganga's heart after construction of the water
tank, (peace/restless)
(h)We have 		........... for moral practice from Suntale village.
(inspiration/delay)
  3. Match the followings:	•	< $
	
	Group A
	
	Group B

	a)
	Children 
	a)
	did not like to migrate

	b)
	The villagers
	b)
	Ganga became sad

	c)
	For not being able to
	c)
	for drinking water

	
	give water to guest
	
	

	d)
	The true earning
	d)
	for her name

	e)
	Ganga’s effort
	e)
	could not reach school on time

	f)
	Ganga requested to the VDC
	f)
	helps like mother in need v

	g)
	Ganga had not worked
	g)
	made drinking water available

	
	
	
	; in Suntale village


4. [bookmark: bookmark4][bookmark: bookmark5]Write short answers:
a) Why can’t children reach school on time?
b) Why didn’t the villagers like to migrate?
c) What had Ganga heard in her childhood?
d) What did Ganga plan with the money she had saved?
e) Which proposal of the villagers did Ganga deny?
f) How is the water tank protected?
g) How do the villagers respect Ganga?
5. [bookmark: bookmark6][bookmark: bookmark7]Do the following activities:
a) You have read about Ganga's social work which gives us a good moral. Make a sample of a ’letter of thank' that the villagers are going to provide Ganga collectively.
b) Read the following passage about a village. Divide your class into two groups. One of the groups tells the problems of the village and the next group gives their solutions.
There is a beautiful village. The village is surrounded by a paddy field. Since the village is in the middle of the field, people call it Majhgaun (village in the middle). The villagers have made an irrigation channel from a nearby river to irrigate their field. There is good provision of water in the channel. A group of people claim that they had put more effort while making the channel. So, they are supposed to get more water and another group claims that their tools are used while digging the channel so they should get more water. Some say that they should get more water being the senior citizen of the village. Everyday, they keep on arguing about the consumption of water until evening. Some of them go at night and use the channel to irrigate their field violating others' turn. Again in the morning, they argue about the distribution of water. The village (majhgaun) looks beautiful but is getting ugly because of these activities.
c) Visit any three hardworking and dedicated members of three different families. Ask them what they are planning to do with the money they have saved. Prepare a table as given below and present in the class:
6. Is there any problem of drinking water in your village, community or neighbourhood? If yes, what can be done to solve that problem? Give your ideas.
7. In the future, how will you spend your saved money? Write with reasons.
8. [bookmark: _GoBack]Write a dialogue on “Proper Use of Water”
